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CHAPTER: 2

CHRONICLER Kelly Nenye Kalu
VISUALS Chima Kalu

CONCEPTS Lasbrey Nwachukwu
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DLE OF CREATION AND
N THROWN INTO OBSCURITY

TRAST, IT IS ACTUA
CONTINENT THAT BROUGHT LIGHT TO
THE REST OF THE WORLD.

CRAB MAY SWIM ACROSS BIG AND
ALL RIVERS BUT WILL EVENTUALLY

%ﬁ AFRICANS HAVE AN ADAGE THAT
D UP IN AN OLD WOMAN'S SOUP POT.

AFRICA lS THE SOUF POT,
THE REST OF US ARE BUT
THE CRABS. AND THE
OLD WOMAN? SHE IS
FATE!

FATE BROUGHT GUSTAVUS VASSA

THE AFRICAN AC&OSS THE MIDDLE
PASSAGE BUT HE LATER LEFT AN

INDELIBLE LEGACY WHEN H

RETURNED TO BRITAIN IN TH£

SERVICE OF KING GEORGE I,

SSA INUNDATEDR MIS AUDIENCE
WITH TALES OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN
ING LOCATED AT THE EASTERNM -
GULF OF GUINEA ALONG THE WEST
AFRICAN COAST OTHERWISE KNOWN
AS BIGHT OF BIAFRA,

AMONG HIS FORGOTTEN

UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS

WERE THE NARRATIVE THAT

THE FIRST MAN EVER CREA- : "

TEP BY CHUKWU WAS ERJ N | SEEKING PERMISSION FROM THE CROWN

A RO e & CAEey! HE f o e e e

AS | ! A ; ! 3

y ossggﬁo‘%‘:sfgom EDEN. = WE COMMENCED A FACT FINDING EXPE-

[ NTS, WE EMBARKED ON A JOUR.N S
THE IGBO . . .CIRCA FEORUARY 1203,




UKU gave Erxi

ominéon over a -
earth. His right artn
Was of Chukwu's
{IVIng breath Known
a5 Jrenga wherein lies
great supernatural
DOWSYS,

When Exi died, his Firse sorfs

¢ Afulu and M 50
- distra and Coukl not
. perforh rtes

kerga o

ng
SOU|, Seeking for
the unfamisar -~ °
y23|M Of the mortals

& ‘:’ ’ R
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he Struck 3 ces| el the
earth ssAlato
o Anu pe Cue

whije m, he

that Kenga A
back o oUse of .
1, the Firsthorn of Erl. g

£ng

In a preter
natliral seque-
nee of

 tion with the
oracie of the
B0, the dey




B

: mﬂ%‘ JUS9 ¢ Butinthe end
e R o
P ) r :
P piece to Filow for .
-~ other Variations of
the Ikenga by the
menfoeik. ;

LIKE OUR
FATHERS BEFORE US,
WHEN A BEARER DIES
WITHOUT A HEIR , WE
WILL CHOOSE ANOTHER
FROM THE HOUSE

PARTRIACH
OF OKAFOR MBILA
CLAN FOR ME 1S A
' I\ 1\ g
DESCENDANTS OF D 23— RN \ MKENGA ° f
THE PROTECTORS A WERE HE
OF THE RUN AN ~ :
IKENGA. ERRAND FOR
v ME FROM
AGUEWU




MY NAME IS NATHANIEL SWIFT.

PEOPLE STILL QUESTION MY =

HERITAGE, MY GREAT GRAND % A LY GOOD WHICH WAS ALSO HELPED

FATHER JONATHAN SWIFT WAS . ; oy BY THE SIMPLE FACT OF BEING A

WELL KENOWN. HE WROTE R e ¥ RENOWNEDP ARCHAECLOGIST IN
| 'GQULLIVER'S TRAVELS. g "N - Ly | BRITAIN, MYSELF

| IN THE RENASCENCE THAT ki

| ANniRopoLogica: Take B U Jo
A | K { '
ON THE 1GB0, | WAS THE N ' BARMEESS
GO-TO PERSON TO

| VERIFYING HIS CL-AIMS.

~ o
!

NOT FITCH OUR
TENTS HERE. IT'S
INFESTED WATH
REPTILES THAT
BURROW INTO
THE SO\, 45

T THE .
MONITOR LIZARDS
M WORRIED ABOUT,




g MASSA
DONT SHOOT.
THIS PEOPLE
MEAN US NO

p | AM
VALLINGLY IN THE
TRITE A AN HE
W (<
GREAT POES NOT FORTEND
CEA MGBA® ANY HARM,
PLEASE SHEALTM
YOUR MACHETE

L
h g

TRUST YOU OR

FOREST PATH IS
PRONIBITED
TO ANY

MORTAL.

v PLEASE
GREAT ORA MGBA,




STILL DONT
UNDERSTAND
HOW THESE WHITE
MEN HAVE THE

AND SETTING
WORTHLESS RAT
TRAPS ALL OVER

o THE PLACE

N

e

NOT A
GOOD IDEA,
MASSA. LET

TERRACING,
PETE.

THERE 1S

WITH THAT RGURINE. LIKE
WE HAVE MET BEFORE,




IN 3742 WHEN | EIRST SET FOOT

ON THE 1GBO SOIL THEN WITH SIR

HAGGARD GOOP AND SIR LAN

COOK WE WERE RELYING ON AN :
| ANTIQUATED MAP FROM GUSTAVUS | 28
| AND SOON LOST OUR WAY. ,

| LAN WAS FIRSTTO |
v BE ATTACKED BEFORE |
; HAGGARD: f




.
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IT WAS MUCH LATER THAT |
REALIZED WE TRESPASSED A
SACRED RIVER AND THAT |
HAVE SHOT AND KILLED THE
PRIEST OF THE GODDESS.

x . THAT WAS HOW | MET THE PROTE-
BEFORE | WAS STRUCK, | CTOR OF IKENGA OF ERI, WHOSE
FELT THE SAME APPREHE- f DUTY WAS TO ENSURE THAT THE
NSION ABOUT MY ATTACKER .| g. ii/f‘ERn?:‘;KENGA IS PROTECTEP
pp— L .




| HAD PASSED ouT
ANDP SHOULP HAVE
BEEN PROWNED IN |
! THE RIVER

\ p-
AS AT THE TIME OF MY ACCOUNT, ~ .
N

HE HAD BEEN DEADR SIX YEARS,

| BEGAN TO DOUBT THE THEORIES | |
IN THE TALES THAT HE HAD
VEHEMENTLY ENUNCIATED

AND SO THIS PROMFPTEDP ME TO ARGUE

MY CASE BEFORE THE BRITISH PARLI .
AMENT. THEY WERE ABLE TO SECURE
PASSAGE FOR ME T0 THE GULF OF

GUINEA ONCE MORE FROM KING

GEORGE Ul IN 3805

THE AFRICAN GUSTAVUS WAS
KNOWN AS OLAUDAH EQUIANG
BACK HOME IN AFRICA ACCORDING
7O HIS NARRATIVE BUT SO FAR

IN MY SOJOURN iN THE 1GB0O LAND,
THERE SEEM TO BE ITTLE
KNOWLEDGE OF WHO HE WAS;
NEITHER ANY ONE REMOTELY

SO NAMED NOR RELATED.

| GATHERED MORE COURAGE AND
ENTHUSIASM TO CONTINUE WITH THE
EXFPEDRITION SIMPLY BECAUSE | WAS
YET TO EXPLAIN HOW | SURVIVED IN
THAT RIVER AFTER BECOMING UN-
CONSCIOUS. | COULD NOT ALSO
EXFLAIN THE MAZY VISIONS OF PEITIES
AND SPTRITS THAT | HAR

| KEPT PONPERING THE
PLAUSIBILITY OF GUSTAVUS
NARRATIVES.
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/ FOR WHAT \\I\\
MOTHER WiLL

NOT CHERISH HER ) [
)

CHILD WITH HER
FRESENCE /
B

SO

-

CA
SFEAK AND YOU |
- M}f{\
CHILD / W
R =,




" NO YOU 3

 ARE NOT. YOU
FEEL MY |
PRESENCE,

YOU MUST
BE SOME EIND
OF A GHOST FROM
MY DREAMS.

AM NOT ABOUT
TO TAKE ANY
CHANCES

l//
|' MERELY /____-_ T
\ FRIGHTENED, | ¥, el 8 N

-\\\ NWA BEKE://" : alETHER . ‘
NS — 9 \_ THERE YET /
3 b ..

'




I COULD HAVE BEEN A
PREAM BUT AVA, GODDESS
OF THE SEA ASKED ME AS
HER NEW CHIEF PRIEST TO |
FOLLOW THE IKENGA TRAIL. |

SPEAKING

FATE BOUNP TO AMERICA

ABOARD THE SCHOONER
YORK. | LOST TRALW. THE
EXALT PATE THE SHIP SET .
SAL ACROSS THE ATLANTIC |
BUT YEAR REMAINED 1RO3 |

MAY BE THIS WAS WHY
FOR SEVERAL YEARS

THIS TALE WAS
REGARPEDR AS MYTH,

CAP'N DESIRES
YOUR
COMPANY.
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[ WAS TO LATER FIND OUT YR I\

THAT THEE OKA MGBA THAT ' ‘
ATTACKED ME AT THE RIVER s A |
ANP SOME OTHER SURVIVING :
ELEMENTS CONNECTED TO THE \
I“ENGA OF ERI WERE ALL CN
THAT SHIP/




WE TRACKED THE |
RELICS HUNTERS | WHAT
ROUTE THROUGH | HAPPENED
NRI WITH PETES

| INGENUITY.

MASSA
THEY ARE
FRIGHTENEDR
THE HEAD OF THE
HOUSE-HOLP HAS
BEEN KIDNAPPEP BY
THE RELIC HUNTERS
WHO ALSO TRADE
ON HUMAN
CARGO

B
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THEY ALSO
TOOK ORIEMMA,
THE LAST
SURVIVING CHILD

OF THE
HEIRLOOM.

THEY
KILLED THE
BEARER OF
IKENGA OF ERJ
AND TOOK IT'S
PROTECTOR.




¥ AND SO YOUR
' PRECIOUS MORTALS
CANNOT STOP AT NOT
: DEGRADING
IKENGA.

e
LORP OPIESHI,
I HAVE NOT THE
STRENGTH FOR YOUR

RAMBLINGS. LEAVE . f’
THE MORTALS .
THE RAT SAYS *
IT HAS NO OBJECTION :
TO BEING KILLED. WHAT IT "y
REQUESTS (S THAT IT SHOULD
BE KILLED IN THE SAME
MANNER AS ITS
FELLOW ANIMALS.

THE RAT SHOUA &
BEMAVE IN A LESS ) R

DEGRADING

- \ MANNER ,

2N

N ARE GVEN
) \. HEARING
3\ ' THE

B e
mem'
e

OTHER GODS. THENCE |

/ PP
RULES AND THE
AMADIOHA , ALA
AND ANYANWU
PAY HEED TO
THEM,,
-

ARE YOU
INSINUATING THAT
AMADIOHA HADR THE
RIGHT TO STOP ME
FROM MANIFESTING
IN THE REALM

GREETINGS
AVA,,
GREETINGS

!
h ‘ . A ODIESHI.
\.glfm HiM AND HE 1S YOU NEEE - ’ b Y 4 . y

LORD OF THAT REALM. NOT BE
EVEN ANYANWU THE SUN CONFRONTING
GOD HIPES HIS FACE WHEWN, HIM LIKE You /

AMADPIOMA _pip* __-~ " 1

STRIKES . : L.
e




- - A TCAD
WHAT - A WiILL NEVER

’ Dt - HAVE THE
R OOR” - PRIVILEGE

GREETINGS, B ™ N OF WEARING A
NNA OCHIE? . W S

v THE MOMENT
COMES WHEN [ 'WILL
PEMAND WHY YOU

BESTRIDE THE CELESTIAL

LIKE A COLOSSUS AMONG
GOPS EVEN THOUGH YOU
ARE BUT
ONYE [CHIE*

UNTIL SUCH A MOMENT EXIST.

{ BRING PRAYERS FROM OUR
CHILDREN WHO ARE TAKEN
FROM THE OMAMBALA TO AVA,
THE GODPESS OF ALL SEA,

BROTHERS AND
SISTERS, THEY HAVE
THE IKENGA OF ERI IN THIS
VESSEL. LET US CHANT TO
AVA, THE UHAMIRI® FOR
THE OCEfN TO

THEY HAVE CHAINED US
BUT THEY ALSC TOOK US
TOOK US THROUGH THE
OMAMBALA RIVER AND
AVA WILL HEAR OUR CRIES.







THE

TEMFPEST :
IS BUWILDING.

ORIEMMA,
THE LAST OF
ICHIE OKAFOR MBILA
1S HERE, THE IKENGA
IS HERE
My

BROTHERS AND
SISTERS ARE YOU

. NEGROES
s ARE BECOMING

RESTIVE BECAUSE
OF THE STORM,

SOMEBODY
SHUT THEM

o punt




A\

D N\

e

GET
THEM! Kil.L

|
THE IKENGA!
FROTELT ORIEMMA ! ! p /o ’ /
KILL THE X / Y ALL WILLBE
CAPTORS ! ——h ' APFREHENPED
: Y ’ AND YOU WILL

THIS.

UFIT IS
MERCY YOU
PLEAD, ITS

TOO LATE>

AVA
TAKL S

PFUSOI NER.

(‘“




THEY ARE

FEEPING ORMEMMA §

IN THE HEAD
MAN'S

CHAMBER . _ N

<4

ARE THE
IGBO AND WE
ARE THE
LIGHTY

g

™ oy ¥ |
O /11 A%

‘ WE HAVE
A REACHED THE
LAND OF AGBARA
THERE ARE MORE
), OF THEM POISEP

| A . FOR WAR.,




DESPAIR THEY
CA:JJ'T;ESP us
LY B INS -
WE HAVE
ANYMORE.  nR IKENGA AND
WE ARE TAKING IT
BACK HOME,

OMAMBALA
KA ANYI SO BIA,
OMAMBALA KA

ANY S0
ANA

DROWN oD
THEMSELVES o
.- PROWN
THEMSELVES




- § > - i‘_'?:}&fi_
THEY ARE QP IO ]
! AGBARA. ASCEEL

A '&V"l
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In Igbo folklore, the tortoise otherwise known as Mbekwu
is usually a cunning and clever creature.It will ontsmart
other animals but eventually shoots itself on the leg:
becoming too smart for its«lfin a detrimental way.
Incontemporary folklore as depicted by the actor

Nkem Owoh in comedies such as OSUOFIA IN LONDON,
IKUKTU, LONGIOHN via the Nigerian movie industry with
its generic identity Nollywood: the same characterization is
beavily tmbued with Igbo innuendos,

This characterization tend to spgeest a lesson to the Igbo
to rethink her steps, 45 if she is entirely cursed with such
traits; being top clever and cunning for her own good,
But this is entirely wrong os the Igha is a poculiar people
who prides thersalves with virtues of notanly smartness
and intelligence but industriousness, democracy and

8 _amphition, There is a bettar wrgument that these teaits see

not negative in their face value but only in the extgeme.,
Taking their democracy for instance, maost Igho
communities are governed by a council of elders or

ndi ichie therefore leaving no room for kings. This is
better illusteated in & democractic sétting by the house of
assembly consisting of the senate nnd there representatives
The flip side is that this setting tond to elicit the stubborn
spirit of the Igho person as e places no man above him,
regardless of kings. Although there are a few avceptable
instances where Engdoms are allowed notably leri and
Nri which two communities are instrumental to the
ceeation story of the Igho man being direct descendants of -
Eri, the firstman greated by God or Chukwa,

There woualda't he JUJUMAN NOIRCHRONICLES if
there wasn't the Igho. Writing the graphic novel itself
wesented a difficuly challenge in that by employing the
gbo mythelogles, the Jujuman character becomes the
byproduct of the story rather than the central focus it
started out o be. The ultimate aim has always been to
introduce the Jujuman character to the main stream comia
fan and not to tell controversial tales of the Igbo praple.
The readership was not to be subjected 1o that excessiyve
education, that was never the intention However the
concept eptleaning towards thot and it became so
overwhelming that it afforded uz no alternative than o
educate. That was how NOIR CHRONICLES was born,
It is sctually an origin Stoey but also tied to the origin of a
great eridea, peoples and myths, ;

Peharps it is the belief that the lubo is a frontline African
whib first made an appearance more than 5000B.C on
earth or that the African by being in the epicenter of the
world suggests to the evolutionist, the central point of
take off o#tho great migrations, The lgho by being in the
equirorial belt with the abundant natural resources
narrows the take off for this journey further. Honee the
concept arguably elicited by the graphic novel of being the
hight of the entire world may lcn:z to the subjective and
monaodonously consistent with sentiments rc%urdrrd in
some quarters as ethnocentrie or racist. It will proyve very
insurmountahble to convinee the readership wha are
immediately not Ighos that this is otherwise but hey,

we will try.



he 1gho herself has hompered
her image and existence mom
than this article is trying to
rebuild as she is readily willing
1 hide her wdenvity, srode her
culture and traditions and
nbile nipwly learnt praditions,
T'lis has subju*.ucd ber history.
her mwvths s her orginality:
even Rer langunge has boon
bastardized and other redgn
visltares and longuages has
replaced some of hers.
argument enn be advanced slbeit
that the Igho is the mather of

all caltures and hike o mothor
will readily allow herchildren to
“uceultuesfe her After all o
mother is ever willing for her
children to be greater than her
oven thoueh fute snd tise bus
pﬁ: lual : plncx }ue{ sup'criar:
the Teba pames their fomsle
chikéon r‘:\?oeka meaning
"Mother &s Suprene’,

-
-

Therefore for millenia, evolution
thoories and proofs by science
has suggested huge migrations
from the epscentar of the world
which is Africa. As the human
e Lruverses acioss wide
regions of the global divide,
there were vanations in their
r}\yn'ugtwmy. and inbecem
biclogy due 1o climate, food and
geography not exempting
intrinsic activities which include
woenss, values and teaditions
inculested over time., \

The myth of En is well knowy
Igbo land but this in stself bas
been retold; re-imsmined and
interpreted in other olimes to
ML Chedr narrmiives, esch
claiming it was their land whers
the fires man was cocated, The
nenrest molting paint of
aceeptance by all becomes Egypt

 which |8 being Muded gs the

cradle of avilization, The
prosence of historical ficrs
dalin&bm:k to S0008.C
collobarating this narmative

Jt shondd be seen insyme light
thar che Bg?plhnt too were first
black people snd had migoanesd
from same epictnter as eadier
mentsaned. "

Prespantly this graphic novel is
not o pérsunde and inosdverte-
ntly ensnate others to aceepting
the Tgha os their tribe, buwover
it is to sell a valid point long kept
obsenre,; that 2 people had a
culture nnd beliefs and that
there were greater positives in
remaining trae Lo Lheir identity,
Apart fram the education,
Jujuman will not just be 5
superhero comio fantasy. But as
the Tgba will say." slowfy slawly
a hot soup is ficked’

By Kelly Nenye Kalu
TO BE CONTINUED IN

URUMAN
S A

AR CHRINIC LS

 (HAPTER 3
RISE OF THE SCORCHING SUN

s = =

| HAD RECKONED A FRIENP
WHO WAS STATIONED AT
CALABAR. ., IT WAS HE WHO
RECALLED THE SCHOONER
YORE MAKING A 8ERTH
BRIEFLY. HE HAD AN OLD
AQUAINTANCE AMONG THE

CREW.
o
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| WAS MERELY A DAY |
BEHIND BUT 1 DIP GET TO ||
GEORGIA IN THE UNITEPR

| STATES. PAPERS
FORWARDED TO THE
BRITISH CONSUA-ATE ON |

" MY BEHALF WAS TREATED |
WAITH DESPATCH. -

| SURVEYEP ST. SIMON'S ISLANER
T 'WAS A LITTLE TURBULENT
WHERE THE DUNBAR CREEK
MET WITH THE THE OCEAN: AS
IF THE 1G00 WHO DROWNEDP AT
THE SFOT WERE STILLSWIMMING,

SUCH ACT OF BREVITY BY
THE IGBOS5 WAS UNHEARP OF,
COMMITTING MASS SWNCIDE

RATHER THAN BE TAKEN AS
SLAVES OR GIVE UF IKENGA.

THERE WERE RUMORS ABOUT SUVIVORS |

ALTHOUGH AUTHORITIES WANTED TO

L KEEP IT HUSHED, BUY NO ONE CAN
SILENCE THE GCDS.




